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Current and Upcoming Meetings and Events

Recap of Recent Events

 Idaho Factoids

Current and Upcoming



National Intergovernmental Association Outreach Meeting

On Thursday, March 20, OCIR will host the National Intergovernmental Associations for a meeting on sustainability.  The Office of Policy will describe the Cross-Agency Strategy in EPA’s FY14 Strategic Plan “Working toward a Sustainable Future.” OP will inquire about opportunities for engagement regarding sustainable communities and its four priority areas:  1) Sustainable products and purchasing, 2) Green infrastructure, 3) Sustainable materials management, and 4) Energy efficiency.  ORD will also present its work on sustainability tools and translation research, and solicit partners in these research areas. (Contact: Andrea Barbery)



Port of Hueneme Officials to Meet with EPA

Port of Hueneme Commission President Mary Ann Rooney, Commissioner Jess Herrera and Port CEO Kristin Decas will meet with EPA on Monday, March 24 to discuss the Port’s Environmental Framework and continued interest in improving air quality by partnering with Port customers and the Navy to make strategic infrastructure investments.  Ms. Decas meets with both headquarters and Region IX regularly to keep EPA updated on the Port officials’ commitment to innovative programs to promote a clean and healthy environment in communities around the Port.  DAA Rupp, along with Jennifer Keller, Diesel Emissions Reduction Program, will participate in the meeting. Region IX will participate by telephone.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA to Host Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative Federal Agency Roundtable

On Wednesday, March 26, EPA will host mayors from the Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative (MRCTI) in a Federal Agency Roundtable focusing on Partnership Opportunities for Mississippi River Communities.  The MRCTI is holding its Second Annual Meeting in Washington, DC March 24 – 26. Ellen Gilinsky, Senior Advisor, Office of Water, will participate in the roundtable. She will be joined by senior officials from the Departments of Transportation; Commerce; Agriculture; and FEMA. The MRCTI is a group of mayors leading a coalition in support of efforts to raise the national profile of the Mississippi River basin. (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA’s Local Government Advisory Committee (LGAC) to Meet in DC

EPA’s LGAC will meet in DC March 26-28. The agenda will feature topics of climate change adaptation and resiliency, sustainability, water infrastructure and environmental justice.  The LGAC will welcome four new members in a March 26 Administrative meeting of the Committee. 

The Small Community Advisory Subcommittee (SCAS) will also meet to discuss affordability, drought planning and resiliency, small wastewater systems and other issues.  (Contact: Fran Eargle)








ECOS 2014 Spring Meeting 

The Environmental Council of States will hold its 2014 Spring Meeting March 31 – April 2, 2014, in Sausalito, CA.  The meeting will feature keynote addresses by Governor Brown (invited) and Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe.  In addition, there will be a new session on State Innovations and the debut of a new ECOS initiative, the Shale Gas Caucus.  The most recent version of the draft agenda is available online.  (Contact: Andrea Barbery)



Cash to Succeed Kimmell at Massachusetts DEP

Governor Deval Patrick announced the appointment of David W. Cash as Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP).  Cash comes to MassDEP from the Department of Public Utilities, where he served as Commissioner.  Previously, he was Undersecretary for Policy at the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, where he worked on clean energy legislation.  After over three years at the help of MassDEP, Kimmell is leaving to become President of the Union of Concerned Scientists. (Contact: Andrea Barbery)



Recap



NLC Congressional City Conference Convenes

The National League of Cities hosted its Annual Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC March 8 – 12. The annual spring meeting convenes over two thousand local officials, including mayors, city and town council members, and other municipal officials. Administrator McCarthy joined HUD Secretary Donovan and DOT Secretary Foxx on Monday, March 10 to address a General Session. The session focused on the HUD-DOT-EPA Sustainable Communities Partnership; President Obama’s Climate Action Plan and Rebuilding Post Sandy; and How Federal Agencies will work with local governments on Climate Change and Community Resilience.  NLC has among its six federal action priorities to “Support Community Resilience.” In this platform, NLC urges Congress and the Administration to help local governments conduct vulnerability assessments, and develop and implement adaptation and resilience action plans; this includes support for passing the STRONG Act (Strengthening the Resiliency of our Nation on the Ground).  NLC states in the priorities platform that cities need stronger federal support to leverage resources most effectively, learn from and act on the latest information available on climate change and find ways to partner with regional and state agencies that encourage smart planning.  

Mathy Stanislaus, Assistant Administrator (OSWER), addressed a joint meeting of the Energy, Environment and Natural Resources (EENR) and Transportation Infrastructure and Services Committees on Sunday, March 9. This session focused on Rail Safety and Hazardous Materials Management. Speakers from the Federal Railroad Administration and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities also addressed the joint meeting.  Council Member Bill Peloza (Auburn, Washington) chairs the EENR Committee. Vice Chairs are Mayor Cindy Lerner (Pinecrest, FL) and Council Member Cindy Circo (Kansas City, MO; LGAC member). The Transportation Committee leaders are: Mayor Patsy Kinsey (Charlotte, NC), Chair; Alderman Robert Bauman (Milwaukee, WI), Vice Chair; and Council Member Mary McComber (Oak Park Heights, MN), Vice Chair.



The Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee met on Sunday, March 9.  Extensive discussion centered around the Committee’s 2014 Key Federal Policy Issues: (1) Support alternative mechanisms for funding water infrastructure; (2) Support energy efficiency and community resiliency legislation and Administrative actions on climate change; (3) Promote the EPA integrated planning framework for municipal wastewater and stormwater; (4) Continue to represent the local interest in EPA affordability dialogue; and (5) Monitor EPA rulemakings on stormwater, Waters of the US and others. Policy committee deliberations during the spring meeting lay the groundwork for development of NLC National Municipal Policy amendments and resolutions.  NMP amendments and resolutions are considered during the winter meeting.  



On Monday, March 10, key EPA staff participated in the Federal Agency Round Robin Workshop. This workshop provided an opportunity for conference participants to visit information stations, engage in dialogue on programs and partnerships of interest to their communities, and collect information and guidance from the Federal Agency program experts at each station. EPA featured program staff from the following areas: Sustainable Communities Partnership; Brownfields; Mayors Water Challenge; Climate Change/Resilience; State and Local Climate and Energy Program; and Resource Conservation. 



On Tuesday, March 11, a workshop entitled “Integrated Planning: A Flexible Approach for Meeting Environmental Requirements”  included presentations on the Integrated Planning and Affordability Dialogue by Mark Pollins, Director, Water Enforcement Division (OECA), and  Kevin Weiss, Chemical Engineer, Municipal Branch, Water Permits Division (OW).  Mark and Kevin engaged in dialogue with the key local officials attending the workshop and also shared some examples of Integrated Plans being developed or active in cities across the country.  Art Shapiro, Chief of Engineering, Department of Public Works, City of Baltimore, also presented during the workshop.  (M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA Meets with Tacoma, Washington Local Officials

On Monday, March 10, Tacoma City Council members met with key EPA Program staff to discuss a number of priority issues. Representatives from EPA’s Office of Sustainable Communities and Office of Water engaged in dialogue on smart growth, stormwater management innovation and green infrastructure. Region X participated in the meeting by telephone. DAA Rupp chaired the meeting and Region X staff participated by telephone. The city of Tacoma is very proud of its “Greenroads and Innovative Stormwater Solutions” project.  With assets such as the Center for Urban Waters, Tacoma has become a leader in water study and research.  Developing a comprehensive Greenroads program to improve water quality and neighborhood infrastructure is a City priority.  OIR is working with Region X staff on follow-up information for the local officials.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA Meets with San Antonio City Council members

On Tuesday, March 11, Council members Cris Media, Chairman of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee, and Ron Nirenberg met with DAA Rupp and OAR staff to discuss the city’s current attainment status and future assessment of various control measures.  Region VI staff participated by telephone.  Jeff Coyle, Director of Intergovernmental Relations for the City, also joined the meeting.  



The city’s status as the largest city in the country in attainment of the Clean Air Act’s ozone standard is at risk due to current ozone monitor readings and EPA review of NAAQS.  Mayor Castro and the City Council are very committed to taking necessary actions to remain in attainment and the region has entered the Ozone Advance program.  Council members are concerned, however that reduced funding from the State of Texas has hindered the efforts of the regional air planning efforts.  During the March 11 meeting, city officials sought answers from EPA on a number of key questions, including a request for an updated timeline of the CASAC process and policy assessment process.  The officials also asked about any additional considerations the Agency makes when determining nonattainment.  The dialogue with EPA staff provided guidance to the officials, and they will continue to work closely with Region VI as needed.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA Hosts Colorado Municipal League Members

On Tuesday, March 11, DAA Rupp chaired a meeting with members of the Colorado Municipal League.  Chief of Staff Gwen Keyes Fleming addressed the officials on behalf of the Administrator.  Region VIII Administrator Shaun McGrath also addressed the meeting by telephone to discuss a number of programs of interest to Colorado cities. Region VIII staff joined Shaun. Colorado Municipal League officials were in Washington, DC attending the National League of Cities’ spring meeting. The roundtable featured briefings from key EPA staff on programs and partnerships of interest to the officials. Officials were briefed and engaged in dialogue following presentations in the following key areas: Integrated Planning; Water Infrastructure; Urban Waters Federal Partnership; Sustainable Communities; Local Climate Energy Programs; Climate/Resiliency; Green Infrastructure, and Brownfields. Kevin Bommer, Deputy Director, accompanied the local officials to the March 11 roundtable.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



Hesperia, California Local Officials Meet with EPA

Mayor Thurston Smith and members of the Hesperia City Council met with EPA on Tuesday, March 11 to discuss the city’s Sub-regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility.  DAA Rupp chaired the meeting, and Region IX participated by telephone. Currently, the city conveys all wastewater to the Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Facility located approximately 15 miles downhill from Hesperia. Construction of a sub-regional facility in Hesperia would allow the use of treated wastewater for potable use, which officials maintain would be more cost effective. The sub-regional facility will provide recycled water for irrigation in new and existing developments and has been recognized as a project of regional significance by conserving potable resources and reducing long-term dependence on fresh water as the sole source of irrigation. The city will continue to work with Region IX as needed.   (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



Oxnard, CA Councilwoman Meets with EPA

Councilwoman Carmen Ramirez met on Tuesday, March 11 with Jim Woolford, Director, Office of Superfund Remediation and Technology Innovation (OSWER) to discuss the Halaco Superfund Site.  Region IX staff participated in the meeting by telephone.  The Councilwoman has visited annually to thank EPA, and particularly Region IX, for their continued work with her city in remediation efforts at the Halaco site. Oxnard is the most populated city in Ventura County. It is one of the world’s most important agricultural centers, with distinction as the strawberry and lima bean capital. Oxnard has the only deep water port between Los Angeles and San Francisco.  Councilwoman Ramirez continues to be a strong advocate for a clean and healthy environment in her city.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)




 



West Palm Beach Mayor Meets with EPA

Mayor Jeri Muoio and City Attorney Claudia McKenna met on Tuesday, March 11 with Connie Bosma and Rachel Herbert (OW) to discuss the Florida DOT road project that is strongly opposed by the city and many regional residents.  Region IV participated in the meeting by telephone.  The officials updated EPA on the status of the project and actions taken to date. Local officials have reported that the road project involves the use of federal funds, but a full Environmental Impact Study has not been conducted. The FDOT is proposing to extend SR 7 in Palm Beach County.  According to Mayor Muoio, the road would pose a year-round threat to the City’s Water Catchment Area, which provides clean drinking water to over 300,000 residents, and disrupt the crucial habitat for endangered species in the Grassy Waters Preserve, including the Everglades Snail Kite. The US Fish and Wildlife Service continues to voice strong objections, yet, according to Mayor Muoio, FDOT continues to pursue the project without considering other alternatives. (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



EPA Meets with Kansas City, Kansas Board of Public Utilities

On Wednesday, March 12, representatives of the Utilities Board  met with DAA Rupp,  Joe Goffman, Senior Counsel, Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) and Region VII staff (by telephone) to discuss issues the Board is working through in order to comply with several federal EPA regulations.  The BPU is the publicly owned water and electric utility that serves Kansas City and Wyandotte County.  The BPU officials discussed some of the fiscal challenges their community is facing and the level of effort (and money) being expended to comply with Clean Air Act regulations. The officials are concerned that despite the community’s best efforts, both the CAA requirements and the costs associated with compliance will be difficult to meet.  There is also concern that costs borne by the community in the short term may not be a good investment if additional regulatory requirements cannot be met in the years ahead.  BPU wants to work with EPA to ensure the highest level of compliance while preventing serious economic hardship for the community.   Region VII will lead an effort to continue dialogue with the Board officials. The next dialogue will involve the Region, OECA, OAR, and OIR.  OIR will continue to help with coordination of follow-up.  (Contact: M. Arnita Hannon)



State of the Week – Idaho 



1. Birds of Prey Wildlife Area is home to the world's most dense population of nesting eagles, hawks, and falcons.

2. Hell's Canyon is the deepest gorge in America.

3. Boise is the only city with a population exceeding 100,000.

4. It is against the law to give an Idahoan a box candy which weighs more than fifty pounds.

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Mining lobbyist George M. Willing made up the state’s name. Although, when George M. Willing suggested the name he told people that it was a Shoshone Indian word meaning "Gem of the Mountains".
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